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T h e  t e l e v i s i o n  n e w s c a s t e r  a t  a n y  E n g l i s h -  
l a n g u a g e  O n t a r i o  s t a t i o n  i s  l i k e l y  t o  b e  a 
m a l e  i n  h i s  t h i r t i e s ,  p r o b a b l y  w i t h o u t  a 
u n i v e r s i t y  o r  c o l l e g e  d e g r e e .  He h a s  b e e n  
a  n e w s c a s t e r  f o r  a b o u t  s i x  y e a r s  a n d  p r o -  
b a b l y  e a r n s  b e t w e e n  $ 3 0  - 3 5 , 0 0 0  a n n u a l l y .  
L'annonceur l a  t6lCvision dans tou te  
s t a t i o n  de langue angla ise  en Ontario e s t  
vraisemblablement un homme dans l a  t r en -  
t a ine ,  probablement sans diplbme d 'univer-  
s i t 6  ou d16cole  technique. I1 a 6 t 6  annon- 
ceur pendant six ans environ e t  il gagne 
probablement $ 30 i $ 351000 par an. 
The t e l e v i s i o n  newscaster has become the 
predominant agent of news w i ~  the  evolut ion of 
t e l e v i s i o n  i n t o  t h e  primary source of informa- 
t ion  in North A m e r i c a  and elsewhere. I n  the  
United S t a t e s  t e l e v i s i o n  news has overtaken 
newspapers a s  the  p r inc ipa l  news source and 
t e l e v i s i o n  news dependence increased from appro- 
ximately 50 % i n  the  1960's (Bogart, 1968; 
Robinson and Swinehart, I968 ; Roper, 1969) t o  
over 60 % i n  the  e a r l y  1970's (Robinson, 1972 1. 
In a more r e c e n t  s tudy (Atkin and Elwood, 1978) 
t e l ev i s ion  was c i t e d  as the nunber one news 
choice among more than 200 s tudents  i n  s i x  high 
schools i n  West Virgin ia  and Pennsylvania. 
Television has  been i d e n t i f i e d  a l s o  a s  t h e  major 
source of p o l i t i c a l  information f o r  many A m e r i -  
cans (Roper, 1973 ; Powers, 1977). 
Norman Swallow (1966) says of t e l e v i s i o n  
news i n  B r i t i a n ,  "...its audience exceeds the  
readership of the  na t iona l  newspapers put  to- 
ge ther ,  and does s o  by a margin t h a t ,  throughout 
the  world, increases  every year...." 
Information about t e l e v i s i o n  news usage i n  
Canada is d i f f i c u l t  t o  f i n d .  However, t h e  aver- 
age Canadian spends more than four  hours a day 
watching t e l ev i s ion  (Jamieson , 1966, 9 1 and 
Canadians have been i d e n t i f i e d  as the world ' s  
g r e a t e s t  t e l e v i s i o n  consumers (Information 
Canada, 1972 1. The Kent Cammission r e p o r t  a l s o  
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  Canadians have a high preference 
f o r  t e l ev i s ion  news i n  most news ca tegor ies  
(Kent, 1981 , 35 1 .  Canadians ' preoccupation w i t h  
t e l e v i s i a n  and the similarities between 
Canadian, American and B r i t i s h  s o c i e t i e s  would 
suggest t h a t  t e l e v i s i o n  news is  a primary source 
of information f o r  Canadians a l s o .  
A s  t e l e v i s i o n  news has becone more influen- 
t i a l  s o  has t h e  anchorperson. In a 1974-75 
study, near ly  a majori ty of Americans (47%) sa id  
they regarded t e l e v i s i o n  newspeople as having 
too much power, along w i t h  b ig  business ( 88% , 
r i c h  people (79%),  and o the r  groups (1 1 %) 
(Pierce ,  1 977 1.  
Y e t ,  what is known about the anchorperson 
and h i s  o r  he r  occupation? Independent Tele-  
v is ion  news of G r e a t  B r i t i a n ,  a l eader  i n  the 
development of the  newscaster says : 
The news is  presented n o t  by readers  b u t  by 
newscasters - t h a t  is  by men of pe r sona l i ty  
and au thor i ty .  But they are n o t  j u s t  per- 
s o n a l i t i e s .  They a r e  above a l l  working 
j o u r n a l i s t s ,  whose au thor i ty  s t e m s  f r m  
profess ional  experience and s k i l l ,  and who 
do t h e i r  share  of ga ther ing  and wr i t ing  the  
news, as w e l l  as presenting it (Swallow, 
1966). 
W a l t e r  Cronkite , t h e  most popular news- 
caster in the U. S. and one of the  ten "most 
i n f l u e n t i a l  decis ion  makers i n  Americanw (Fein- 
man, 1 977 ) a l s o  descr ibes  the  news - readers  as 
j o u r n a l i s t s  : 
I f  we do our  iobs w e l l ,  we do those th inqs  
- repor t ing ,  wr i t ing ,  e d i t i n g  - a s  w e l l  o r  
b e t t e r  than t h e  p r i n t  j o u r n a l i s t ,  but  be- 
yord t h a t  - have to have spec ia l  s k i l l s  
... to  p resen t  our material through t h e  
spoken word and i n  a v i sua l  mediun, f r e -  
quently t o  th ink on our f e e t  and t o  be 
r i g h t  the  f i r s t  time with no e d i t o r  imposed 
as a p ro tec t ive  b u f f e r  between u s  and the 
public  (Cronkite, 1976, 24 - 25 1. 
Others a s s e r t  t h a t  newscasters are not  
j o u r n a l i s t s  and reqard them as performers only. 
Magazine e d i t o r  Peter  C. Newman wrote t h a t  "most 
news-readers are l i t t l e  m o r e  than g l o r i f i e d  d i s c  
jockeys spinnina the  Top 20 news s t o r i e s  a 
n ight ,  t h e i r  h a i r  sprayed i n t o  p lace ,  t h e i r  
molars polished t o  perfec t ion"  (1 981 , 3 1 .  He 
claimed a l s o  t h a t  Walter Cronkite is "one of the  
l a s t  of the t e l e v i s i o n  anchormen who a c t u a l l y  
served an au then t i c  apprenticeship as a journa- 
l ist .  " Ron Powers concurs: "anchormen, 
weathermen, r epor te r s  a l l ,  each represented a 
r a d i c a l  d i scon t inu i ty  with j o u r n a l i s t i c  t r a d i -  
t ion"  i n  the  1970s (Powers, 1977 1. S t i l l  o t h e r s  
regard news-readers a s  f aces  only o r  a s  much 
showbusiness stars as a r e  ac to r s  and s ingers  
(Swallow, 1966 ; Columbia Journalism Review, 
1976). 
Few s t u d i e s  have been done about t h e  tele- 
vis ion  newscaster. Research which is ava i l ab le  
is e i t h e r  desc r ip t ive  (Powers, 1977; Swallow, 
1966; P ie rce ,  1977) or  includes t e l ev i s ion  news- 
c a s t e r s  wi th in  an aggregate of broadcasters  (de 
l a  Garde and B a r r e t t ,  1977; Barnbrick, 1971 ; 
Fischer , 1978 ; Weinthal and G a r r e t t ,  1974 ; 
Idsvoog and Hoyt , 1 977 ; S tom, 1 974 ; Johnstone, 
et .  a l ,  1976). S t i l l  o the r  sources consider  
t e l e v i s i m  r e p o r t e r s  only (Ismach and Dennis, 
1 978 ) . Of t h i s  information,  l i t t l e  i s  about 
broadcast  j o u r n a l i s t s  i n  Canada. 
This s tudy of Ontario newscasters was 
undertaken to  determine the e x t e n t  to which 
these news-readers can Lx? conc;! dr I ed j o u r n a l i s t s  
and how c lose ly  their g e n e r d  p r o f i l e  resembleo 
that of o ther  broadcas t  j o u r n a l i s t s .  
Method 
Information about the newscasters '  fami ly  
background, educat ion and employment experience 
was obta ined  du r ing  a telephone ques t ionna i r e  
which r equ i r ed  approximately twenty minutes t o  
canp le t e  . 
A list of t e l e v i s i o n  news-readers a t  
English - language s t a t i o n s  i n  Ontar io was can- 
p i l e d  from t h e  Mathews ' l i s t  (8.80, vol  . 24.2) 
and the  Canadian Adver t i s ing  Rates  and Data 
(CARD), December 1980. In a d d i t i o n ,  names of 
newscasters  w e r e  requested from newsrom person- 
n e l  a t  each of t h e  s t a t i o n s .  
French-language t e l e v i s i o n  s t a t i o n s  wre 
a n i t t e d  t o  avoid f a c t o r s ,  such a s  c u l t u r a l  v a r i -  
ables, which might have d i s t o r t e d  the  r e s u l t s .  
Resul t s  
There are forty-twm f u l l t i m e  newscasters  a t  
Ehglish - language t e l e v i s i o n  s t a t i o n s  i n  On- 
t a r i o ;  34 are men and 8 are women. T h i r t y  ( 72 %) 
w e r e  interviewed.  
Can newscasters  be  
- -
descr ibed  as 
-
j o u r n a l i s t s ?  
According to D. K. Wright, "Journalism 
r e f e r s  to  t h e  process  of news r e p o r t i n g  - t h e  
c o l l e c t i c n ,  wr i t i ng  and e d i t i n g  of ma te r i a l  of 
c u r r e n t  i n t e r e s t  f o r  p r e s e n t a t i o n  through p r i n t  
o r  broadcas t  media" (1  974 1. Thus, reading  on- 
air e x c l u s i v e l y  f a i l s  t o  q u a l i f y  a newscaster  as 
a j o u r n a l i s t .  
Wright ' s  d e f i n i t i o n  of journalism w a s  used 
in determining whether t h e  newscasters  i n  t h i s  
s tudy could  be descr ibed  as j o u r n a l i s t s .  .Table 
One lists the func t ions  considered to be can- 
ponents of the journa l i s t i c  process. I t  indi- 
cates tha t ,  based on Wright's def in i t ion ,  the 
news-readers i n  t h i s  investigation can be con- 
sidered journal is ts .  
In addition to t h e i r  r o l e  a s  anchorperson, 
several of the respondents perform other journ- 
a l i s t i c  functions. TWO individuals are a l s o  the  
Table One 
Do you do the following things regularly i n  your 
present job? 
Function N u n  ber Per cent 
performing of t o t a l  
Story research 24 
W r i t e  f ran own research 
notes 25 
W r i t e  using o ther ' s  
notes 20 
R e w r i t e  wire copy or 
other ' s copy 26 
Assign stories 13 
E d i t  copy 27 
Prepare visual  material 25 
Determine format of 
newscast 24 
Read copy, exclusively 1 
news director a t  their  station; one is an assis- 
tant news director; a fourth is a sports direc- 
tor and sportscaster; and a f i f t h  i s  a sports- 
caster . 
Twenty-four said they also participate in 
public affairs  programs or other projects a t  
their  station or network. Their roles in these 
projects include : writer, host of specials, 
host of a weekly plblic affairs  program, inter- 
viewer, producer, director, story editor, re- 
porter, assignment editor ,  researcher or  camera 
person. 
Wenty-one of the respondents have also 
served an authentic apprenticeship as a journ- 
a l i s t  since they were reporters for  newspapers 
and/or radio and/or television before becoming 
news-readers . 
In addition , before taking the newscaster ' s 
chair a t  their  present station, 15 individuals 
had been hired a t  the same station for  other 
jobs, eleven having been t w o  or more of the 
following: foreign correspondent, reporter, 
business editor*, writer, director of news and 
current af fa i rs ,  producer, director,  sports 
director*, sportscaster, talk-shcw host, weekend 
anchorperson, weather announcer, radio an- 
nouncer, and narrator. Some worked on current 
af fa i rs  programs and documentaries and in  sales. 
Demographic Prof i le 
Family Background 
A l l  but one of the respondents, who was 
born i n  England, were born in Canada and the 
majority (63%) said their  parents were Canadian 
citizens a t  birth. Of the 11 parents who became 
Canadian citizens by naturalization, nine were 
from England or the United States and one couple 
was from Australia. 
Only four of the parents had jobs connected 
with the comunications field. Of the fathers 
one was a f i l rmaker and producer and one 
scheduled f i lms;  among the  mothers one was a 
t a l e n t  agent  and another a wr i t e r .  
Nineteen of the  news-readers are from fami- 
lies i n  which t h e  f a t h e r ' s  career can be label -  
led  as  "white co l l a r . "  These occupations ranged 
from teaching t o  accounting. Blue c o l l a r  jobs 
ranged from farming to mining. Most (21 of t h e  
mothers w e r e  homemakers. 
Age and Marital S ta tus  
--
Figure one ind ica tes  the age d i s t r i b u t i o n  
among the  newscasters. Most of the  anchormen 
a r e  married; i n  con t ras t ,  half  of the  female 
newscasters a r e  s i n g l e  (Table Tm ) . Of those 
who a r e  married, 63% have spouses who a r e  
working. The s o l e  m a l e  spouse is an ambulance 
technician and dr iver .  S ixty  per  cen t  of the  
female pa r tne r s  a r e  homemakers; o the r  occupa- 
t ions  include t h a t  of teacher,  f ree lance  w r i t e r ,  
merchandising executive and c le rk .  One of t h e  
wives is  a t tending college.  
Table Tm 
Marital s t a t u s  of newscasters a t  Ontar io ' s  
English-language t e lev i s ion  s t a t i o n s  
S ta tus  Men Women 
Married 
Divorced 
Separated 
Single 
Education 
Only four  of the  t h i r t y  newscasters have a 
univers i ty  degree. Ten have col lege  diplomas 
and f i v e  completed high school only. The re- 
maining eleven attended either un ivers i ty ,  col-  
l ege ,  o r  high school but  d id  not  graduate. The 
educational background was s i m i l a r  among men and 
women and among o lde r  and younger broadcasters .  
L e s s  than one-third s a i d  they had received 
formal t r a i n i n g  i n  journalism. Each of these 
individuals  q u a l i f i e d  h i s  o r  her  response by 
explaining t h a t  t h e i r  courses focussed on the  
art of communication r a t h e r  than the  development 
of j o u r n a l i s t i c  s k i l l s .  Table Three s t a t e s  the  
communication d i s c i p l i n e s  l i s t e d  by the news- 
c a s t e r s  and ind ica tes  t h a t  the  majori ty who took 
these courses w e r e  30 years of age o r  younger. 
The newscasters d i d  say ,  however, t h a t  they 
regard formal t r a i n i n g  i n  journalism a s  good 
preparat ion f o r  becoming a journa l i s t  and o r  a 
newscaster and f e l t  t h a t  it gives one a b e t t e r  
chance of obtaining a job i n  the  f i e l d .  
mployrnent Experience 
A l l  of the newscasters who par t i c ipa ted  i n  
this study entered media r e l a t e d  occupations 
between the  age of 11 and 24. However 56.7% 
have a l s o  worked i n  a t  least one occupation 
outside of the comunications industry.  These 
jobs ranged from t h a t  of manager and c i v i l  ser- 
vant, to seismologist ,  he l i cop te r  p i l o t  and 
farmer . 
Half of t h e  news-readers have less than s i x  
years experience i n  t h e i r  occupation. Of t h i s  
group, t e n  a r e  men and f i v e  are women and only 
three (one woman) have worked a t  more than one 
establishment. One woman has been a news-reader 
f o r  six years and with more than one company. 
This is  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  nine of the  men, f i v e  of 
Figure One 
Age  Distribution of newscasters 
Men 
O Women 
Group A B C D 
A: 20 - 30 years old; B: 31 - 40 years old;  
C: 41 - 50 years old; D: 51 - 60 years old 
Figure TWO 
Educational. Levels Achieved By Newscasters 
I Graduated 
U Did not gradirate 
whom have been a t  more than one s t a t i o n .  
Three men have eleven to f i f t e e n  years of 
experience a t  more than one s t a t i o n .  One man 
has been an anchor a t  more than one es tab l i sh -  
ment f o r  almost twenty years and another has 
over twenty years experience, although a t  more 
than one s t a t i o n .  
Table Three 
Communication courses taken by newscasters a t  
Ontario 's  English-language t e lev i s ion  s t a t i o n s  
Course Graduation Number of Age 
c e r t i f i c a t e  years 
Radio & Television Diploma ? 2 2 
Broadcasting C e r t i f i c a t e  
Radio & T.V. Arts Diploma 
None 
None 
Communication Arts Degree 
Diploma 
Diploma 
Applied Arts Bachelor ' s 
(Radio & T.V.) 
Broadcast journalism Degree 
Radio Broadcasting Diploma 
Film Production Diploma & 
C e r t i f i c a t e  
T.V. Communication None 
(Master 's l e v e l )  
under 
30 
Salary 
Table four  lists s a l a r i e s  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  
s i z e  of the c i t y  i n  which the newscasters work. 
The renumeration quoted represents  t h a t  received 
f o r  reading news on-the-air plus performing 
o the r  functions.  
Newscasters i n  cities with fewer than 
100,000 people make less than $ 30,000 annually. 
Table Four 
Salaries of newscasters a t  Ontario ' s 
English-language T.V.  s tat ions  
(Relative to s i z e  of c i t y )  
Salary (x $1 ,000 
Population No 10 15  20 25 30 35 40 More 
(x10 ) Answerto to to to to to to than 
15 20 25 30 35 40 50 50 
10 or 
less 2 1 - 1 1 - - - - 
Numbers indicate number of individuals i n  each salary bracket. 
* - indicates number of women i n  that salary bracket 
Those i n  cities of more than 100,000 genera l ly  
earn above $ 30,000. 
It is l i k e l y  t h a t  the f i v e  respondents from 
Toronto (population over one mi l l ion)  who would 
not  reveal  t h e i r  s a l a r i e s  earn more than $40,000 
and probably more than $ 60,000 annually. This 
is  est imated from the  answers given by o t h e r s  i n  
t h a t  c i t y  and from the f a c t  t h a t  an increase i n  
s a l a r y  appears t o  p a r a l l e l  an increase i n  popu- 
l a t ion .  Anchorwomen i n  Toronto genera l ly  tend 
t o  earn less than the  men i n  t h a t  c i t y .  How- 
ever,  t h i s  t rend of unequal pay r e l a t i v e  to sex 
does not  seem t o  be obvious f o r  female news- 
c a s t e r s  i n  smaller  centers .  However, two-thirds 
of the  women s a i d  t h e i r  s a l a r y  was inappro- 
p r i a t e .  On the  o ther  hand, almost one half 
(46%) of the  men found t h e i r  renumeration 
s a t i s f a c t o r y .  
Discussion 
Newscasters a t  Ontar io ' s  English-language 
t e lev i s ion  s t a t i o n s  can be described a s  journa- 
l is ts . Their  subs tan t i a l  pa r t i c ipa t ion  i n  "the 
process of news repor t ing"  ind ica tes  t h a t  they 
can be regarded as more than performers. 
Furthermore, a background as a repor te r  among a 
majority of the news-readers points  t o  develop- 
ment i n  the  j o u r n a l i s t i c  t r a d i t i o n .  
The a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of the  l a b e l  " j o u r n a l i s t "  
makes poss ib le  a comparison of the  newscasters '  
p r o f i l e  with t h a t  of broadcast journa l i s t s  i n  
general .  In this s tudy,  m a l e  news-readers out- 
numbered the females by f i v e  to one. In various 
r e p o r t s  on broadcast journa l i s t s  the  d i f ference  
has been c i t e d  as f i v e  to one (de la Garde and 
B a r r e t t ,  19771, t e n  t o  one, and seventeen to 
one (Wienthal & OIKeefe, 1 974 1 , while one aggre- 
g a t e  survey of p r i n t  and broadcast journa l i s t s  
l i s t e d  a r a t i o  of four  to one (Johnstone, e t  . 
al., 1976). 
The News People (Johnstone, e t  . a1 . , 1976) 
makes mention of economic h e r i t a g e  : approxi- 
mately 62 per  c e n t  of j o u r n a l i s t s '  f a t h e r s  a r e  
white c o l l a r  employees. A s i m i l a r  percentage 
w a s  found i n  t h i s  s tudy .  
Approximately 70 percent  of the  newscasters 
are between twenty and f o r t y  yea r s  o l d .  This 
c o r r e l a t e s  wi th  the  78.5 per  c e n t  c i t e d  i n  a 
Montreal s tudy  (de l a  Garde and B a r r e t t ,  1977) 
bu t  c o n t r a s t s  with the  56.3% given i n  The News 
People. Canpared to  American J o u r n a l i s t s ,  t he  
news-readers i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  have achieved 
lower  l e v e l s  i n  t h e  educa t iona l  system. Of 
t h e s e  newscasters  f o u r  have an u n i v e r s i t y  degree 
and eleven a co l l ege  diploma. In  Canada, how- 
e v e r ,  c o l l e g e s  are g e n e r a l l y  o r i e n t e d  toward 
occupat iona l  t r a i n i n g  r a t h e r  than academic in- 
s t r u c t i o n .  College i n  the United S t a t e s  gener- 
a l l y  corresponds to u n i v e r s i t y  i n  Canada. One 
American s tudy  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  T. V. news d i r e c -  
t o r s  are wel l  educated men, n i n e t y  pe rcen t  have 
a t tended  c o l l e g e  and f o r t y  percent  have rece ived  
an undergraduate degree ( Shuneman, 1 966 . A 
s tudy  of Ohio broadcas te rs  determined t h a t  
seventy s i x  percent  have a c o l l e g e  degree (Fis-  
che r  , 1978 and Wienthal (1 974 1 found t h a t  f i f t y  
seven percent  of broadcas t  newspersons have a 
co l l ege  degree.  Of  t h e  j o u r n a l i s t s  surveyed by 
Johnstone, et. 61. 86 .I percent  had a t  l e a s t  
some c o l l e g e  t r a i n i n g ,  39.6 percent  having re- 
ceived a degree. 
I n  1974 t h e  average annual income of Ameri -  
can j o u r n a l i s t s  was $ 11 ,000 (Wienthal and 
O'Keefe).  In  t h i s  s tudy ,  one-sixth of t h e  
newscasters  s a i d  they earned between $ 10,000 
and $ 15,000 annual ly and the norm i s  ap- 
proximately $ 25,000 i n  a c i t y  of a t  least 
100,000 people.  United S t a t e s  network news- 
c a s t e r s  W a l t e r  Cronkite ,  Tan Snyder, and Barbara 
Walters have earned  a t  least $ 400,000 annual- 
ly(Powers,  1977 ). Powers a l s o  r e p o r t s  a Chicago 
anchorman rece ived  $ 100,000 annual ly  i n  t h e  
1970s. While network newscasters loca ted  i n  
Ontario earn  the  h ighes t  s a l a r i e s  among those 
surveyed he re ,  their renumeration only j u s t  
approaches t h a t  of the l o c a l  Chicago anchor. 
FOOTNOTES 
* stil l  remains in t h a t  pos i t ion .  
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